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RESEARCH
When I chose to begin designing my own deck of cards, I began 
researching the different designs that already exist. At first, I was intrigued 
by designing something completely original, but after gaining inspiration, I 
decided to go with something more like the traditional red and black deck 
of playing cards.
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IDEATION
Once I decided on a general idea of what type of deck I wanted to design, 
I began sketching. How do I make a deck of cards that is similar to the 
traditional deck but remains new and creative? I began to think that trying 
to change something that already exists is more difficult than creating 
something completely new! 
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REVISIONS
After sketching, I had an idea that I knew would work. I would keep the 
original shapes and colors but split the shapes into sections based on the 
number of that card. The ace would be the full shape and the 10 cards 
would be the shape sectioned into 10 colors. Each section would be a 
different shade of red or black.
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It was an interesting idea but the first draft just wasn’t working. I could not 
figure out exactly what was wrong. After a second opinion, it was decided 
that the sections needed to be separated slightly to increase the distinction 
between them. I went back in and added space, and after doing that, 
I decided that having the sections be different colors was unnecessary. 
Having the shape be all one color looked better anyways. 
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As I continued my cards, I realized that the heart, spade, and clover could 
not be used facing both up and down like the diamond.  

I decided to use a circle, square ,and hexagon instead. However, they could 
not be split in the same way as the diamond so I changed where I placed 
the spaces. I wanted them to all be split the same way so that the number 
of the card was quickly recognizable regardless of the suit. 
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There were not many revisions of the jack, queen ,and king cards. I used 
two letters placed in opposite directions so that they could be used either 
way. Keeping space between the letters allowed these cards to remain 
cohesive with the rest of the deck.  

The last revision that I made was making the “J” on the Jack card smaller 
to stay cohesive with the queen and king. 
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FINAL
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I am very proud of the deck of cards that I have designed. It is traditional 
enough to appeal to long-time card players but creative and new enough 
to appeal to those who may not be so attached to the original deck. This 
was such a fun and educational process. I never knew how much work went 
into creating a full deck of playing cards!


