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Objective Research
Graphic designers need to keep up with all trends - especially social media 
trends. Snapchat geofilters have been around for a few years, but there are 
always new ones popping up every time I go to a bigger city like Las Vegas, 
Nevada. If “geofilter” is searched in google, anyone can submit their own 
design for a chance to have it featured in a specific city. I decided I wanted 
to take part in this, so I thought up three different designs in places that 
were of importance to me.



Objective Research
Obviously, research begins with a simple google image search. 
Hundreds of results come up, and they all have their own style and 
personality. Most, however, seem to have fonts slapped on the bottom 
of the screen. I wanted to take my designs a step further and actually 
hand-letter each one. After searching through the results of the 
geofilters, I began looking into hand-lettering. I’d never done it before, so 
I started by printing out some templates and putting tracing paper on 
top so I could practice. 
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Ideation

The meaningful locations I chose were Greer’s Ferry Lake in my 
hometown, Heber Springs, Oxnard California, where I went 
to the beach as a kid, and Arkansas State University, where 
I obtained my bachelor’s degree. All of my initial ideas were 
along the same lines because I did puns or saying that go 
with the locations. For example, “Decks, Docks, and flip-flops”, 
“I like big boats and I cannot lie”, and “Keep it Reel” for Greer’s 
Ferry Lake, “Beach Please”, “Seas the Day”, and, “You, me, and 
the sea.” for Oxnard, and “I took a nap for lunch”, “that’s due 
TODAY?!”, and “C’s get Degrees” for Arkansas State University. 
To the right are just a few of my many sketches.
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Ideation
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Comping
I lettered each filter after I chose which saying I wanted to use. My first 
round of final renderings were “keep it reel”, “you, me, and the sea”, and 
“c’s get degrees”. It was a style choice to use all lowercase letters. After 
drawing them on a plain, white piece of paper in pencil, I traced it in pen 
and filled it in with a sharpie. Then, I scanned each piece of paper and 
image traced it in Illustrator. I changed the colors and put the location 
on the bottom with an easy-to-read typeface.
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Comping
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Comping
The following are my first round of finals. 

TYPOGRAPHY AND LAYOUT
HAND LETTERED GEOFILTERS

ILLUSTRATOR
FALL 2018
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Comping

TYPOGRAPHY AND LAYOUT
HAND LETTERED GEOFILTERS

ILLUSTRATOR
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Revisions
This project wasn’t touched for a couple years; it wasn’t until I was putting my 
portfolio together that I came across these designs and loved the ideas, but 
no longer loved the results because I knew I could do better. I sat down and 
rethought the entire project. I kept the Greer’s Ferry Lake and Oxnard locations 
but trashed the Arkansas State University filter completely. I replaced it with 
my favorite place in the world, Las Vegas, Nevada. About seven years ago, my 
dad moved to a city on the outskirts of Las Vegas, so I spend all my holidays 
there with my family. It had become the place I dream of living in, eventually. 

I still liked the “keep it reel” saying but changed the beach one to “life’s a 
beach”. It took me longer to come up with a pun for vegas, but it finally came 
to me, “I’d hit that”. For each location, I drew a small illustration to go with 
the theme of each pun. Again, I hand-lettered the text with pencil, pen, and 
sharpie. 
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Revisions
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Revisions
I took photos of each one and image traced them. I noticed the 
edges were jagged, so I taught myself how to use the smooth tool in 
Illustrator. I changed the colors and chose simple typefaces for the 
actual location part at the bottom of each filter, so the focus was on 
my hand-rendered text. The next round is shown below.

greer’s ferry lake
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Las Vegas, Nevada

Oxnard, California
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Revisions
The beach filter seemed hard to read since it was similar to a script 
typeface. So, in my last round of revisions, I changed the lettering of 

the pun completely. 

Oxnard, California
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Final Art
It took a couple years, but I ended up with a final product I’m happy with. 
In the near future, I’ll submit them to Snapchat, and someday when I visit 
the places most special to me, I can use the filters I’ve created.
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Las Vegas, Nevada
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Final Art

greer’s ferry lake Oxnard, California
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Mock-ups
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Mock-ups




