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I started working as a graphic designer for The Planning 

Woman 2 years ago. At first, I was given elements and 

visuals to keep her brand consistent. I designed printables for 

her podcasts and monthly writing plans that she sold to her 

customers. Over time, we have decided to change the look of 

her brand from floral elements to a more minimalistic and 

modern look. I have designed simplistic elements to continue 

her brand management, but it has evolved her brand visually. 

One of the projects I have recently created for her were 

Instagram story highlight covers. My client had three specific 

highlights that she wanted covers for, and I was given free reign 

over the design. The only things that she requested was that I 

make sure the brand was clearly represented.
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The Planning Woman is a life coaching and 
organizational service where you receive 
guidance in organizing your life.
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I did research by looking at several different life coaching and 

organizational businesses. Examples I saw included different 

quotes or flowy lettering, but I had the idea to create little 

minimalistic illustrations. The three covers she wanted were 

Office Redesign, Closet Makeover and Paper Organization. 

I began making lists of iconic visuals that would be most 

recognizable when illustrated in this way. For the office, I chose 

a lamp, desk, chair, and plant. For the closet, I chose a clothing 

rack, hangers, set of drawers, and plant. Lastly, for the paper 

organization I chose a table, set of drawers, cubed shelf, and 

plant with small desk items. To connect all the illustrations 

together, I chose to put a plant in all three to give each one 

some life.
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Based on the images I examined at I sketched out several ideas of 

what to do. From my lists of most iconic and recognizable items,

I created different versions of mini environments. I wanted to make 

them as simplistic as possible, but also look modern. I knew I could 

maintain her brand through the use of her color scheme. Drawing 

the ideas on a piece of paper helped me to flesh out the layout that I 

wanted before moving to the computer.
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Time to open up Illustrator and make my sketches digital. My very 

first drawings in Illustrator were rough because I drew them with 

the paintbrush tool. Then I started making them with shapes to get 

a more geometric vibe. My research showed that modern furniture 

pieces were more geometric, but I also made organic shapes to 

balance all the sharp edges. Once I made all the individual pieces,

I decided how they would all fit best together and ended up with 

these fun shapes that created mini minimalistic environments.
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From sketches to digital outlines, I created these finalized works.

I added the colors that represented her brand and a circle that would 

help place the illustrations into Instagram. I used guidelines to line 

up everything and grouped multiple objects together to create pieces 

that would move as a unit. These finished layouts of my items are fun 

and different. My client loved how modern and minimal they looked, 

and she let me know that she had received many compliments and 

comments on how great they look.
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This is one of the many projects that I have had the privilege of 

being able to create for my client. She is actually in the process 

of coming up with more categories for story highlights for 

which I could make covers. I included a screenshot of how they 

look on her Instagram and could not be happier with how they 

turned out. This process did not take more than a few weeks 

to fully accomplish, but I wanted to do my absolute best in 

making something that would be seen by everyone who visits 

her Instagram page. Creating these illustrations has helped 

me to improve my skills but also to help create a modern and 

simplistic design that would benefit my client. I love getting 

to create and help bring her ideas to life. Overall, I hope 

to design and create more projects like this and am 

excited to add this to my portfolio.

13



C
O

N
C

LU
SIO

N




