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IDEATION
The idea came to me when I was looking at some 
icon images on Google for inspiration. I knew that I 
wanted to create a series of illustrations, but I didn’t 
have an idea of what. 
 
These couple of images inspired me to do a series of 
cacti with a cartoon art style.
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Since my art style leans on the cartoon-ish side, I figured it would be a 
perfect way to flex my drawing skills. 
 
I started right away with sketches in my sketchbook, trying to create 
different ways to present a cactus before bringing them to Procreate for 
full illustration.
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REVISIONS

I brought my fl eshed-out sketches into the Procreate app for iPad 
and went to work doing line art and fl at colors.

I continued to play with the colors for each cactus, and decided to 
make them more cohesive by using a limited color palette.
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FINALIZING

After I finished my illustrations, I wanted to see how they would 
look in mock-ups. I ended up choosing to show them off as 
stickers. I selected the catci that looked the best and put them 
onto a mock-up. These would be great stickers if I ever wanted 
to sell them.

I enjoyed the process of illustrating from concepts to complete 
illustrations.
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10 Things About Otters
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IDEATION
My colleagues and I were tasked with creating books with the 
theme of “10 Things”. The subject was left open for us to decide 
as long as it fi ts with the theme. I chose to design and illustrate 
a factbook centered around otters. They are one of my favorite 
animals, and I fi gured that this would be a good project to do 
illustrations for.
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I chose Avenir LT Std and Grabriola to fit the illustrations without 
them being too distracting. Once I was done with research and 
had my fonts and colors chosen, I went right to work roughing out 
illustrations. My primary digital illustration tools were the iPad and 
Procreate.

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ
abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz
1234567890!?.,

AVENIR LT STD 
BLACK

The first step involved doing research and choosing which 
facts that I thought would go well with an illustration. 
I chose a cartoon-ish style to give the book a feel of 
something that a kid would be interested in looking 
through.
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ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ
abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz
1234567890!?.,

GABRIOLA REGULAR

COLORS

RGB: (0, 174, 239) 
CMYK: (100,0,03)
HEX: #00B5E2

RGB: (37,64,143) 
CMYK: (100,90,10,0)
HEX: #25408f

RGB: (0, 0, 0) 
CMYK: (0,0,0,100)
HEX: #000000
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REVISIONS
It was a bit diffi cult getting the layout of the pages 
how I wanted it, but I’m confi dent in how they 
turned out.
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As for the illustrations, I wanted to give them a sort of faded look 
around the edges to play to the fact that this book was geared 
more towards a younger audience. However, it was suggested to 
me that the illustrations would look better without them. I took 
their advice. It was a defi nite improvement!
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FINALIZING

Once everything was laid out, I was impressed by how well the 
illustrations supplemented the typography. Illustrating is one of 
my favorite things to do, and being able to create something that 
can be easily printed by anyone is a wonderful feeling. 
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I hope that I keep doing illustrations for as long as 
possible, getting better and better each time.




