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I have always loved the art of tattooing and the different genres of design 
within the medium. 

In the months leading up to my second tattoo, I researched the different 
styles, etiquette, and types of tattooing. Tattoos and things to do with 
tattoos took up a large portion of my daily thoughts at that point, so when 
this client approached me to create three tattoo designs, I was ecstatic! 

My client was doing a similar project for their client and had a dream 
tattoo already in mind when they came to me. At first, the client had 
four components to one large tattoo that they wanted: a phoenix with 
a winged sword as the main focus, olive branches, decorative arrows 
(weapon arrows), and possibly a crossed paintbrush and quill over the 
sword. They also wanted two more designs with nearly the same main 
focus, just with other mythological creatures and non-winged swords. 

Initially, these were intended to be a top half outer sleeve on the arm. 
(Meaning, if it were tattooed, the placement would be on the outer side 
of the arm between the shoulder and elbow.) I made sure they measured 
the exact section they would want the tattoo(s), so I could get an accurate 
size range to create the designs. 
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As stated before, the clients objectives were very clear for one of the 
three tattoos. For this one they wanted:

• winged sword
• a phoenix
• gray, blue, & brown
• olive branches
• crossed paintbrush and quill

For the next two designs, all that was required was that it has:
• swords
• a mythological creature
• the same level of detail as the first tattoo

client objectives
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brainstorming
I started my process by finding inspiration photos for all three designs, 
beginning with the phoenix. Below are the main inspirations I used and 
my first rough sketches.

5



For the next design, the client agreed to my choice of a dragon for the 
mythological creature. They wanted a traditionally Asian-style wyrm 
dragon instead of a Skyrim-esque, Smaug-type one with wings. My main 
inspiration photos chosen are shown here. 

brainstorming
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brainstorming
The last creature to be chosen was a unicorn pegasus. I decided early 
into this one that I would go in a slightly less serious direction with this 
one. I wanted to use brighter, more lively colors since the other two have 
a more serious tone.
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brainstorming
These are just some of the inspiration photos I had saved on my Pinterest 
board for cool weapons. It took a long time to decide which style of 
sword I'd be using, except I wanted it to look like a fantasy sword.
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This is the initial line art for all three designs. Luckily, the client loved 
them! The only thing that they suggested was to add in more little details 
to fill in the empty spaces, such as how the phoenix's tail flames do. 

I also needed to add the other details to the phoenix design. 

revisions round 1
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I had suggested to the client that we leave the crossed paintbrush and 
quill out since it would crowd the top of the sword too much or look 
awkward on the bottom. They agreed and also decided to leave out the 
branches and arrows after trying to add a quote. It ended up becoming 
distracting from the main tattoo. We decided to move on to the last step, 
color! Also, spoilers for the colors of the phoenix design, but these are 
the layout sketches and inspiration pictures for the arrows and  
olive branches.

revisions round 2
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I am immensely proud of how this project came together! The client 
loved them and was very appreciative of me for making their tattoo 
dreams come true. I enjoyed the problem-solving aspect of this just as 
much as the design. This helped me realize that I have a real passion for 
tattoo design, and I know I will do more work like this in the future. I loved 
every minute of this experience. :)
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