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Seamless patterns are some of my most favorite projects to create. The 
possibilities are endless. Seamless patterns can be about whatever topic you 
desire. The most time-consuming task for this, however, is choosing a theme 
for the patterns.  

I remember trying to create my first seamless patterns, not even knowing what 
they were called on Microsoft Paint, not a single one of them worked out in the 
end! However, I like to think that even those awful Microsoft Paint projects are 
a part of the adventure of growing into the artist I am today.

To see how far I have come in my art is a true pleasure. I hope you enjoy these 
seamless patterns as much as I had the pleasure of creating them.



6

inspiration



7

The reoccurring theme in the inspirations for these seamless patterns is 
printmaking. For the first seamless pattern, I used Japanese ukiyo-e woodblock 
print style and Japanese koi fish as inspiration for the theme. 

I love the koi fish symbolism within Japanese culture of good fortune, and 
perseverance in adversity. Koi fish are graceful and one of my favorite animals. I 
wanted this theme to contain multiple layers as if you were looking down into the 
pond yourself. 
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The second seamless pattern is a tribute to my cat, Biscuit. I use to despise cats, 
being that I was allergic. It was not until I adopted Biscuit that I learned how 
much I loved cats. Biscuit has completely taken my heart. It was only appropriate 
that I attributed a seamless pattern to her. 

I also included a few intaglio printmaking pieces. I love intaglio printmaking 
and it is common to use intaglio for printing patterns.
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I loved the idea of the large color blocks  common in printmaking. I wanted to 
give off an almost “folklore” or “story time” art vibe.  

I notice that artists are drawing cute/chibi versions of rather unsettling 
animals like worms, snakes, frogs, slugs, etc. I can appreciate (from a 
distance) moths, and the idea to include them surrounding a color block of 
light just seemed too good not to attempt.
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I start every brainstorming session with a quick exercise to help generate more 
ideas. The exercise is a 3 minute word association where I try and jot down any 
and every word that relates in one way or another to the main theme. This has 
helped me tremendously and I highly recommend it to anyone who gets stuck 
with brainstorming.
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I combined the different sketched elements to create an almost living 
scene. I add small bubbles around the areas that seemed empty. I loved 
the idea of two large fish in the pattern at first that shared a similar 
calico colors. However, as I continued refining, you’ll see I decided to 
add a few more fish, each of which have their designated color palette. 
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I wanted a range of cats in different patterns, colors, and expressions 
portrayed. I liked the idea of adding paw prints in the areas that needed to 
be filled. The fishes were also a fun idea to give the pattern more playfulness.
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The moth pattern was a little trickier to refine. I knew what I wanted, and 
it was more of a challenge to refine all the different elements into one 
cohesive piece.
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Each pattern has the original square with the 
original elements (drawn objects), a larger 
square that shows the seamless pattern in action 
and a mock-up including the seamless pattern. 
I hope this helps show how seamless patterns 
work. Each pattern has it’s own personality and 
are completely different from one another.
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koi fish pattern
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cat pattern
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moth pattern
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I hope you enjoyed a look at the entire process for my seamless pattern 
collection! Seamless patterns can be about any and everything, so 
the possibilities are endless. These patterns can be used for computer 
backgrounds, phone covers, clothing, and even gifts for friends and family 
members. Thank you and again I hope you enjoyed this process book! 
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This project exercised my photography and illustration skills. I created this look-
book for a local metaphysical store, The Broom Closet. Taking pictures for this 
small business and capture the desired look into a book was a challenge but a fun 
one for sure! 

The entire process of interviewing the owner of The Broom Closet and 
researching what crystals mean in a spiritual light was a new experience for me. 
Entering into the world of metaphysics can be overwhelming and maybe off 
putting: this world is welcoming and ready to teach. 

The Broom Closet lit a fire in my graphic designer heart! New challenges and new 
friends, this project is one of my favorites and I hope you enjoy this process.
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Typography can make or break the entire project. I took careful 
consideration in deciding the font choices for this project to the point 
it became obsessive. Using modern sans-serif fonts is not ideal for the 
display font in this circumstance, so I decided to save it for body text.

I wanted an antique feel throughout the look-book, a dramatic serif font 
was the end choice. Rounding out the font decisions with a whimsical 
choice, I decided to add a script font to the mix. These are the photos I 
took inspiration from. 
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Color themes are so fun to decide because colors set the mood. Jewel 
tones are beautiful and bold, and the only proper choice to go with. I knew 
I wanted to match the display font with the most prominent crystal color 
just to tie everything together. 

One way to secure the antique aesthetic is using texture and anything but 
clean white for the pages. I think it’s such a nice touch that ties the entire 
look-book together. 
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Finally, I needed inspiration for the photography. This is a look-book, in 
this case it is for showing off The Broom Closet product and informing the 
reader. Before I took the photos, I didn’t consider how difficult it would be 
to photograph light reflecting crystals. 

I loved the idea of using a spell book or a map of some sort as a background 
for the crystals. I also liked the idea of illustrating on top of the photos.
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After visiting The Broom Closet for the first time, my mouth was open in 
complete awe the entire visit. The shock of how magical, no pun intended, 
the store was took me over the moon. The shop was completely filled with 
all things needed for potions, spells and prayers. This brainstorm was easy, 
because I knew exactly what I wanted for this look-book.
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Asking questions was imperative because I was a beginner at all 
things metaphysical. The last thing I wanted to do was give incorrect 
information. I also loved doodling anything I could think of after the 
interview with The Broom Closet.
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I wanted the pages to connect to one another, whether sharing the same 
spread or on complete different pages. I loved the idea of illustrating 
simple lines across the page to help guide the reader.
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scan qr to see entire 
published look-book

I linked below in the qr code the website where the entire 
look-book is published. It is free to view and I really hope you 
enjoy this project. I think it is one my favorites.


